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Basis of the opinion 
Pr iorit/ 

NOn-ostabBshment of opinion witi, regard to novetty. Inventive step and industrial appfcabiltty 
Lack of unify of invention 

Certain documents cited 

Certain defects In the international application 
Certain observatlons.on the international application 



2. FURTHER ACTION 

w^nTp^^^^^^^ ^^oons^r^ to be a 

the applicant chooses an Authority otfJ^r tl^aii thfe^^ H<>yvever, this does not apply where 

Inteh^tionil Bur^au^^^^^ and the chosen IPEA has liotlfed tt^e 

months from the dafe of mSSof F^^^ amendments, before the expiration of three 

whichever expires later. ^ PC.T>ISA^O or before the expiration of 22 months from the priority date. 
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Box Wo. I Basts of the opinion 



bs^&^:^[7:q 11 FEB 



(under Rules 12^ and 23. 1(b)) "ranslation (unashed lor the purposes ol ime(r<atk>nal searoti 

a. type of material: 

Q a sequence listing 

. table(8) related to the sequence listing 

b: format of material: 

O In written format 

P in computer readable form 
c. time of filingAjrnisliing: 

O contained in the international application as filed. 

n ^fited together With the international application in computer readable form. 
O ^rnished subsequently to this Authority for the purposes of search. 

^- ^ i'^tSS"fi.£,'5f^;iS 

a^pSS^IfairJSSS^^^^^ 
4. Additional comments: 
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Box No. H Prtoritv 
1 la The following document has not been furnished: 

B <»Py «>f the earlier application Whose priority has l>een Claimed (Rule 43^^^^ and 66.7(a)). 
□ t'«"«'atk>noftheeariierapplicationwhosepriorityhasbeenclairned(Ra.e43i.s.i and667(b)) 

Ss"tir?o?n^d^in^^!ir^^li^^ ^firT^SSe^'^^r? P^^clarn. 

flmg date indicated aboVe is cons^r^to li the^VevS^t d^^^ °' 'ntemattonal 



3. Additional observations. If necessary: 



5^us1^rapo1.^.i;^1 ^^lirr i^lllt'L"!!'!.^?.^^ w,m regard ,o 



appllcabHItv: citations and exi>l3n:,;:rn^^^^it7^;rj:^^ Inventive step or 



1. Statement 
Novelty IN) 

Inventive step (IS) 

Industrial appticabinty (lA) 



Yes: Claims 
No: Claims 

Yes: Claims 
No: Claims 

Yes: Claims 
No: Claims 



6-8, 13-14 
1-5. 9-12 



1-14 
1-14 



2: Citations and explanations 
see separate sheet 
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Section V 

/. Relevant documents 

The following document is refen^ed to in this communication; the numbering will be adhered 
to in the rest of the procedure: 
D1: US 4 154 636 A 
02: US 4 604 852 A 
b3: GB 1 297 000 A 

2. Claims 1-5 and 9^11 

Th^ present application does not meet the criteria of Article 33 (1) PCT. because the 
subject-matter of claims 1-5 and 9-11 is not new in the sense of Article 33 (2) PCT. 

2^1 Document D1 discloses a device and its operating method for packaging products 
showng all he features of claims i o and 1 1 (and therefore all the features of claims 1-5 
and 9-11). In particular document D1 shows first and second sheets (s. [1] and [2]) 
continuous^ moved in a transport direction (vertical in Rg. i. horizontal in Rg.3). The first 

I'^^Z^'T T T ^^9^^ Individual grouped 

producte by a sealing device (s. [5] and [6}). At least one of said sheets (see e.g. [2^ is p^ 

nroT . H f ^'^^^^'"^ ^^^^^ f7]-H[3J or [8M41) to fit at least partially around the 
p oducts before the same sheet (see e.g. [2]) comes into contact with the products. The 
pre-shapmg device comprises a first rotating shaping frame (see [3] or [4]) on one side of 
of the Tn " r*""^ "'^'•'"^ "'^^'"9 '"^^ f7] or I8J) on the opposite ^fe 

tTLTZV T'''''' ^'^^•^ ^^^"^'"9 transversa to th^ 

transport direction of the sheet, wherein said frames comprise co-operating protruding 
shaping nbs (see the shape of frames [3], [4], [7] and [8]) extending fubstanS 
^^^^^^^ "^m ^^on^vmr^n ^ ^f bOtl^frai^ S 

3. Dependent claims 6-8 

Claims 6-8. as presently formulated, show additional features which are well known in the 
art Therefore their subject-matter Is not inventive within the meaning of Article 33 (3) PCT. 

in particular document P2 shows the additional feature of claim 6 (see 'straws' [501) and 
4 aim 12 ° -perforation line' [9b]) 
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The present application does not meet the requirements of Article 33 (1) POT, because the 
subject-matter of claim 12 is not new in the sense of Article 33 (2) PCT, 

Document D3 discloses an array of packaged products (s. Rg.X) showing all the features 
of claim 12. 

5, Dependent claims 13-14 

Claims 1 3-1 4, as presently formulated, show aditional features which are wfell known in the 
art. Therefore their subject-matter is not inventive within the meaning of Article 33 (3) PCT 

in particular document D2 shows the additional feature of claim 1 3 (see 'stravvs' [50]). 

The subject-matter of claims 1-14 is industrially applicable (Article 33 (4) PCT). 

Seottbn VIII 

The present appBcation lacks conciseness and clarity (Article 6 PCT) because of the two 
independent apparatus claims (9 and 11) and the two independent method claims (i and 
10). 

Section VII 

Contrary to the requirements of Rule 5.1 (a) (ii) PCT, documents D1 and D3 are not 
identified in the description and the relevant background art disclosed therein is not even 
briefly discui^ecJ; 
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